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Where Do You Stand?

If you have an SBIR award and you:

have or have had MDA funding;

are making progress on your MDA-funded 
technology;

think your technology would work great in the 
Ballistic Missile Defense System (BMDS);

Then commercialization may be the right step for you.
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Why is Commercialization 
Good for You?

• It keeps good ideas alive

• It helps your technology reach its full 
potential by turning it into real 
products

• It gives you an income stream for this 
and future ventures

• It can help you earn a personal profit
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Why is Commercialization
Good for Our Country?

• It ensures your technology survives and 
matures, for eventual insertion to the BMDS

• It reduces costs and improves reliability of 
components for the BMDS

• It boosts our nation’s economy

• It enhances the quality of life for Americans
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How Does the Technology 
Applications Program Help You?

It helps you:

focus on your strategic goals;

sharpen your business plan;

promote your business and 
technology successes;

expose your technology to a wide 
audience
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How Does It Work? 
Focusing on Goals

Business Focus Workshops

• For new Phase I winners

• One-day format

• Work one-on-one with 
mentors

• A panel of four experts 
listens to you and offers 
advice and potential contacts
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How Does It Work?
Sharpening Plans

Technology Applications Reviews
• For more mature technologies (not limited to 

small companies) 

• 1 ½-day format in which you present and  
detail your business strategy

• Receive “tough love” advice and assistance 
from a panel of 15 – 20 world-class experts, 
including:

• Experienced entrepreneurs
• Venture capitalists
• Intellectual property lawyers
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How Does It Work?
Promoting and Raising Visibility

Outreach – It’s all for you

For all MDA-funded companies (past or present) 

Provides you: Writers, editors, graphic artists, and 
production management

Features you: Quarterly newsletter, special reports, 
web-site visibility, press & media

Follows you: Promotes your significant milestones, 
connects you with a national 
industrial network

new class of superstrong, superlight
material is taking a leap into the

future by combining the flexibility and
lightness of fabric with the strength and
durability of aerospace-grade composites.

The new material, called Cuben Fiber,
was pioneered for use in sails on racing
yachts, but researchers are formulating an
array of Cuben Fiber compositions for use
in a wide variety of commercial and military
applications.

Versions of the material are being devel-
oped for ultrastrong military parachutes
that can be packed in half the space and
new types of fabric-based body armor.
Other versions of the material are being 
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INSIDE Fabric of the Future
Fiber-based material splits the difference between

a fabric and a structural composite.

by Scott Tillett/stillett@nttc.edu

Technology Applications Program
www.mdatechnology.net

s Sailcloth made with Cuben Fiber is three-times stronger than conventional dacron at the same weight.

Diodes find 
ultraviolet apps
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Ceramic fibers 
withstand heat
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Composites help 
cool electronics
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formulated for more durable balloons, tents,
airships, and recreational items such as
kites for a surf sport called “kiteboarding.”

Cuben Fiber is being manufactured by
Cuben Fiber Corporation (Mesa, AZ), which
has an MDA SBIR Phase I contract to
enhance its pre-existing material to meet
specifications for the agency’s High Altitude
Airship (HAA) program. R.J. Downs, presi-
dent of Cuben Fiber, said the MDA project
calls on the company to engineer a new
version of its existing material to meet the
needs of the airship program, which pro-
poses to put in place unmanned, unteth-
ered, lighter-than-air high-altitude airships
that can be used in ballistic missile defense.

a

continued on page 10



A Cooperative Agreement with the National Technology Transfer Center

Double Vision

We have a Double Vision for each and 
every one of the technologies that are 
funded by MDA

• One vision is that these technologies 
reach their potential – for the BMDS

• The second vision is for these 
technologies to make money for you, 
create wealth for the nation, and  
improve the quality of life for the 
United States

Double Vision
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Make the Dream a Reality . . .

Call Us: 703-518-8800 ext. 223
E-mail Us: techapps@nttc.edu
Sign Up: mdatechnology.net/signup.asp
Talk with Us: Speak to a member of the TA team 

after the presentation 

Join Us: Business Focus Workshops
Technology Applications Reviews
Outreach
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So, Where Do You Stand? 

If you have an SBIR award and you:

have or have had MDA funding;

are making progress on your MDA-funded 
technology;

think your technology would work great in the 
Ballistic Missile Defense System

You should let us help you make the most of your idea
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Take the Next Step

By joining the Technology Applications 
program, you will:

plan your commercialization strategy;

be moving your technology down the 
path toward use in the MDA system;

be looking at personal business success,  
improved quality of life for others, and a  
strengthened national economy


